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Tata Motors to focus on 

CV biz under new CEO

Firm hopes Llistosella’s experience will drive profitability, fuel expansion

Proper fit of 

face masks is 

more 

important 

than material, 

says study 

bit.ly/2NpZL3E

subscriber mix with higher 4G addi-
tions. Superior network performance
and launch of unified brand Vi helped
in improving subscriber retention,”
the company said. 

In September, the company had
announced the launch of the unified
brand Vi, over two years after the
merger of erstwhile Vodafone India
Ltd and Idea Cellular Ltd in August
2018. Till the brand integration, the
two companies catered to different
sets of customers, with Vodafone
holding a premium appeal and Idea
largely serving the rural user base. 

In the December quarter, Vi’s 4G
subscriber base expanded to 109.7
million from 106.1 million in July-Sep-

said it was reviewing its data
security practices after the
Stanford Internet Observatory
found potential vulnerabilities
in its infrastructure that could

Tata Motors’ new chief executive and managing director Marc Llistosella has his task cut 

out to spearhead the company’s India business in a post-pandemic era. REUTERS
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T
ata Motors’ new chief executive
and managing director Marc
Llistosella will take over the
company’s India business at a
time that its commercial vehicle

sales have been hit hard by the economic
slowdown that has come as a fallout of the
covid-19 pandemic and the management
is scouting for a strategic investor for its
passenger vehicle business unit. The
Mumbai-based company has also
embarked on a stringent cost-cutting pro-
gramme to turn profitable in the next few
years and reduce debt. 

The appointment of Llistosella indi-
cates that Tata Sons, the parent of Tata
Motors, will focus on the commercial
vehicle segment to drive the profitability
of its India operations. It also shows the
conglomerate’s aspirations to improve its
presence in the export markets, especially
in Asia and Africa, to reduce dependence
on the domestic market as demand for
commercial vehicles tends to be cyclical in
India. 

Llistosella’s experience in India, as the
head of Daimler India Commercial Vehi-
cles Ltd, will help Tata Motors increase its
volumes in the premium
trucks and bus segments,
something that has been
eluding the company for the
past few years. His experience
of having worked at one of the
world’s largest commercial
vehicle manufacturing firms
will also help guide Tata
Motors’ investments in electric buses and
light commercial vehicles, in view of the
government encouraging automakers to
develop more electric vehicles to reduce
vehicular emission. 

Tata Motors needed someone with rele-
vant experience to spearhead its India
business in the post-pandemic era and

Llistosella fits this role with his vast expe-
rience in markets across Asia, according to
a senior industry executive. “It is very
apparent that the appointment has been
made with an eye on the commercial vehi-
cle business, a segment where Tata
Motors is the leader. Through this

appointment, the management is also
making another attempt to expand its
presence in other emerging markets. The
commercial vehicle business forms the
lion’s share of the India business’ bottom-
line,” he said requesting anonymity. 

The passenger vehicle business will
chart its own course, with the launch of

the new subsidiary and the possible entry
of a strategic investor, though majority
control will still be with Tata Motors, the
executive said.

Heavy and medium duty truck sales of
Tata Motors have been declining since
2019 because of the economic slowdown,

revised load carrying norms
and transition to Bharat Stage
VI emission norms. Sales of
light commercial vehicles also
dipped during the period. The
covid-19 pandemic exacer-
bated the crisis and sales nos-
edived to record lows. Sales of
commercial vehicles have,

however, started to recover gradually from
the December quarter, in line with the
improvement in overall economic activity.

Commercial vehicle sales of Tata
Motors fell by 34% to 340,700 units in
FY20 and sales dipped further by 41.3% to
142,292 units in the April to December
period of FY21. 

FRESH DIRECTION

LLISTOSELLA may 
help Tata Motors 
increase volumes in 
the premium trucks 
and bus segments 

HIS experience will 
help guide the firm’s 
investments in light 
commercial vehicles 
and electric buses 

THROUGH this 
appointment, the firm
will also try to expand 
its presence in other 
emerging markets
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E
lon Musk wants to have a
chat with Vladimir Putin.

The chief executive
officer of Tesla Inc. and Spa-
ceX tweeted at the Kremlin’s
official Twitter account, ask-
ing if the Russian president
wanted to join him for a con-
versation on Clubhouse, an
app that allows people to cre-
ate digital discussion groups.

Earlier Saturday, Clubhouse

allow external access to user
audio data.

The app said in a response to
the study, published by the
research group at Stanford
University, that while it had
opted not to make the app
available in China, some peo-
ple had found a workaround to
download the app which
meant the conversations they
were a part of could be trans-
mitted via Chinese servers.

“With the help of research-
ers at the Stanford Internet

Observatory, we have identi-
fied a few areas where we can
further strengthen our data
protection,” the company said
in a statement published by
the research group on Friday.

“Over the next 72 hours, we
are rolling out changes to add
additional encryption and
blocks to prevent Clubhouse
clients from ever transmitting
pings to Chinese servers. We
also plan to engage an external
data security firm to review
and validate these changes.” 

Musk asks Kremlin for a talk on Clubhouse 

Tesla CEO Elon Musk. REUTERS
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V
odafone Idea Ltd (Vi) reported
a net loss of ₹4,532 crore for
the December quarter, lower

than the ₹6,439 crore a year ago, 
driven by higher 4G wireless cus-
tomer additions, improved service 
quality and cost optimization. India’s
third-largest telecom operator by 
market share had posted a net loss of 
₹7,218 crore in the September quarter.

The company said in a statement
that its board has also approved fun-
draising of up to ₹25,000 crore in
debt and equity. The company is cur-
rently in “active discussions with
potential investors”, it added. 

Vi reported a revenue of ₹10,891
crore in October-December, down
from ₹11,089 crore a year ago. How-
ever, sequentially, it clocked a mar-
ginal 1% improvement in revenue
from ₹10,791 crore, due to higher
average revenue per user (Arpu). 

The company’s Arpu rose to ₹121 in
the three months ended December
from ₹119 in the September quarter. It
had reported Arpu of ₹109 in the year-
ago period. 

“Revenue is up 1% q-o-q (quarter-
on-quarter), supported by improving

tember and 104.2 million in the year-
ago. Re-farming of 2G and 3G spec-
trum to 4G and upgrading network to
4G also supported customer addi-
tions, the company said. 

“We continue to invest in 4G to
increase our coverage and capacity.
We have also started to actively
upgrade our 3G network to 4G. Dur-
ing the quarter, we added about
12,000 4G sites primarily through
re-farming of 2G/3G spectrum to
expand our 4G capacity,” it added. 

Vi aims to achieve an annual cost
savings target of ₹4,000 crore by the
end of 2021. It has achieved around
50% of annual savings by the end of
Q3FY21, it said. “We remain focused
on executing our strategy, and our
cost optimization plan remains on
track to deliver the targeted savings,”
said Ravinder Takkar, managing
director and chief executive, Vi. 

Cost optimization measures, incre-
mental savings on operating expendi-
ture and higher revenue led to
improved earnings before interest,
tax, depreciation and amortization
(Ebitda)  of ₹4,286 crore during the
quarter, from ₹3,421crore in the year
ago, and ₹4,152 in July-September.
Ebitda margin was up at 39.3% in Q3
versus 30.8% a year ago and 38.5% in
the second quarter of FY21. 

Vodafone Idea Q3 net loss narrows 
to ₹4,532 crore; Arpu rises to ₹121 

Report card
The telco's revenue rose sequentially 
on improving subscriber mix.

Net loss (In � crore)

Revenue (In � crore) Arpu (In �)
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